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Black-fronted Piping Guan by Lev Frid 
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Iguazu, world-famous due to the spectacular falls, also happens to be 
an excellent birding destination. The national park protects large tracts 
of Atlantic rainforest, an imperiled ecosystem that exists mostly in 
Brazil, but also here in Argentina and Paraguay. A variety of Atlantic 
Forest endemics can be seen easily at Iguazu, and some, including the 
stunning Black-fronted Piping Guan, are more easily seen here than 
many other places. Our small group had a blast viewing the falls from 
different trails all the while amassing an impressive list of avifauna, 
including over 30 Atlantic Forest endemics. We began our adventure at 
La Aldea Lodge, a beautiful property surrounded by forest, close to the 
falls yet seemingly far from the hustle and bustle of the main town.  
 
We used our first two days to explore the national park, with an 
excellent trail system that took us to several viewpoints overlooking the 
majestic falls, as well as trails and roads that lent themselves well to 

forest birding and avoiding the crowds! Here we encountered a great variety of birds - highlights included large 
and spectacular species such as Plush-crested Jay, Toco Toucan, Surucua Trogon and Blue-naped Chlorophonia as 
well as several Atlantic Forest endemics such as Ochre-collared Piculet, 
Blackish-blue Seedeater, Chestnut-bellied Euphonia, Creamy-bellied 
Gnatcatcher (perhaps the best spot in the world for this threatened and 
declining endemic), Green-billed Toucan, Maroon-bellied Parakeet, Blue 
Manakin, Rufous-capped Motmot, Ochre-breasted and White-eyed Foliage 
Gleaner and others. Being only five people including our local guide Martin 
and myself, we had some nice views of usually shy species such as Southern 
Antpipit, several Rufous Gnateaters and a Short-tailed Antthrush that flew 
into a tree! Even trails that were busy with other admirers of the falls proved 
to be birdy, as it was here that we had our best views of the imperiled and 
breathtaking Black-fronted Piping Guan at arms-length, flocks of Great 
Dusky Swifts nesting behind the falls, and a perched Plumbeous Kite.  
 
One afternoon we visited a hummingbird feeding station that was right in 
town, but was absolutely pumping with hundreds of birds, mostly 
Versicolored Emeralds, but also ten other hummingbird species including 

the endemic Black 
Jacobin, Violet-capped 
Woodnymph and Scale-
throated Hermit and 
scarce migrants White-throated Hummingbird and two truly 
stunning Blue-tufted Starthroats. 
 
On our final full day we headed further afield to Urugua-í 
Provincial Park, which was much quieter in terms of people, 
but teeming with birds. Despite occasional rain, we 
encountered several excellent birds including White-spotted 
Woodpecker, Buff-browed and Buff-fronted Foliage-gleaners, 
Grey-bellied and Rufous-capped Spinetails, Riverbank 
Warbler, Chestnut-headed, Black-goggled and Ruby-crowned 
Tanager, Lesser Woodcreeper, Drab-breasted Bamboo 
Tyrant, and even Red-ruffed Fruitcrow and Rusty-breasted 
Nunlet! It was an excellent few hours of birding, and on the Red-ruffed Fruitcrow by Lev Frid 

Blue-tufted Starthroat by Lev Frid 

Creamy-bellied Gnatcatcher by Lev Frid 
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way back we stopped at a grove of Araucarias and achieved great looks at our final Atlantic Forest endemic, the 
Araucaria Tit-Spinetail, and a pair of photogenic Burrowing Owls before heading back to the lodge, packing up, 
and getting ready for our next adventure in the Pantanal. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Annotated List of species recorded 

For the species list and more photos, please see the eBird Trip Report:  https://ebird.org/tripreport/77788 
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